
 
 
English Language A Level at Hereford Sixth Form College 

 
What will I study? 
 
We cover various modules to prepare you for a linear A level. A linear A level is an A level which is graded 
at the end of a two-year period. During your first year at college, you will study an introduction to spoken 
and written language. In these modules, we will develop your linguistic knowledge and context awareness 
of a variety of texts. We also begin to look at Language and Identity and Child Language Acquisition, which 
are two big modules across both years. During the first year, we start the coursework module, which is 
where you will compose your own short stories and write an analysis of them. To prepare for this module, 
you must read as many short stories as you can! 
 
In the second year, we finish the above coursework. We then cover Child Language Acquisition in greater 
detail, looking at written and spoken language of children. Other second year modules include an 
investigating language unit where you carry out independent study on topics related to Language and 
Gender and Language and Power. We also look at Language Change and examine how language changes 
over time, ranging from texts from the 16th century to present day.  
 
 
What can I do to prepare? 
 
Reading a variety of texts will help you to prepare for this unit because all of the exams have unseen data. 
 
Your enrolment summer work will involve you collecting short stories and annotating them with language 
features, so start this to get ahead.  
 
Having a great awareness of linguistic terminology is key for this subject and all the terms you use at GCSE 
will be relevant at A Level, so keep hold of all of your GCSE notes! 
 
 
What can I do with an English Language qualification? 
 
There are many different career opportunities with an English Language A Level. As it is considered a 
curricular subject, it is a good subject to take to keep your options open. However, we have had previous 
students study English Language further and go into fields relating to writing, publishing, editing and 
journalism. Other career routes include teaching, marketing and speech and language therapy. 
 
 
What grade do I need at GCSE to get onto this course? 
 
We accept a grade 4, but recommend grade 5 at GCSE. 
 
 



English Language and English Literature A level – 

 What’s the difference? 
 

English Language A level 
 

What does the course involve?       
                                            Analysis of language – in many forms (spoken and written) 

Annotation of data 
     Variety – no ‘set text’ 

Looking closely at the ‘nuts and bolts’ of language and how it works 
Grammar 
A small amount of original/creative writing (20%) and the rest is exam focussed (80%) 

 What do you need to be successful?        

                                            A level 4/ C or above in GCSE English Language             
      An ability to write clearly and accurately 

 To be an enthusiastic reader and keen to explore a variety of texts including those  
 outside your comfort zone 
 To be interested in how language works in the ‘real world’ e.g. advertising, politics etc 
 To be good at remembering terminology 
 To be methodical 

     To have an eye for detail 
 To be able to work independently 
To be able to work in groups and discuss ideas with others 
 

 

What kind of students tend to choose English Language? 
 

                                            Those who like English, but don’t like ‘traditional’ texts (e.g. Shakespeare or poetry) 
                                            Those who are scientific or mathematical often do well at English Language 

               Those who want to teach (especially Primary) or work with children /young people 
               Those who want to pursue a career in writing (journalism, creative writing) 

 

English Literature A level 
 

What does the course involve? 
  Set texts - poetry, plays and novels 
  Reading from a broad spread of genres and time periods 
  Close analysis of texts 

                                              Bringing your own ideas to a text and looking at different interpretations 
   Exploring ideas and themes within and across texts 
   Looking closely at the effects of language and structure 
   Independent coursework in the second year (20%) - the rest is exam based (80%) 

   

What do you need to be successful? 
 
 

A level 5/high C in GCSE English Language and Literature   
To be able to write fluently and accurately 
To be able to write essays (and to LIKE writing essays!) 
To be a passionate reader   
To be excited about widening your reading diet and exploring new genres 
To be able to work quickly (reading and writing) 
To work independently – particularly important in the second year coursework 
To be able to work in groups and discuss ideas with others 

 

 

What kind of students tend to choose English Literature? 
 

Students who love reading 
Students who love exploring ideas and seeing  things from different points of view 
Students who are interested in a career in English – creative writing, journalism etc 
Often students who are doing other arts or humanities based subjects (eg. History,  

               Drama and Theatre studies)  
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