
 

 

Criminology Level 3 

What does the course involve? 

The course has been designed to offer an exciting insight into the field of criminology. Our Criminology programme 

focuses on the study of crime, deviance and the criminal justice system and develops student’s understanding of the 

key concepts, theories and principles of criminology and their application across a range of case studies and 

examples. 

Students will study the cause and effect of criminal actions, the form and outcome of social disorders, the policing 

and regulation of public order, the procedures and techniques of the criminal justice system and the relationship 

between behaviours and punishments. 

The course can be taken over 1 year to achieve the Certificate or two years to achieve the full Diploma level. 

Year 1 

➢ Changing awareness of crime  

➢ A campaign for change task (25% of the Diploma or 50% of the Certificate)  

➢ Criminological theories 

➢ Exam (25% of the Diploma or 50% of the Certificate) 

Year 2 

➢ Crime scene to courtroom 

➢ Controlled assessment (25% of the Diploma) 

➢ Crime and Punishment 

➢ Exam (25% of the Diploma) 

Do I need any particular subjects, skills or interests? 

There are no formal entry requirements other than the college minimum entry requirements for A’ Level 

programmes. The college assumes no previous knowledge of Criminology, but students will need good grasp of 

English (minimum grade 4) due to the high content of controlled assessment and the ability to write clearly and 

apply analysis. You should also have basic mathematical skills in order to analyse statistics and data and the course 

compliments subjects such as psychology, sociology, politics, law and history and even biology for forensics in year 2. 

Will I take part in any study visits/fieldwork? 

There are no compulsory visits, but we hope that students will have the opportunity to go on trips such as attending 

conferences and lectures, like ‘CrimCon’ in Birmingham, and going on a forensic criminology trip, where students 

enter a crime scene house and get to analyse blood spatter patterns. Other visits may include visiting court and a  

prison as well as hearing from a number of guests and experts from the criminal justice field and having the 

opportunity to listen to and chat with serious ex criminals and those unjustly accused and sentenced for crimes they 

did not commit. 

What can I do after the course? 

The course aims to provide learners with underpinning knowledge, understanding and skills to progress to further 

study and training. It is relevant to many jobs within the criminal justice sector, including police, probation, prison 

officers and social workers. With their critical thinking, analytical and communication skills, criminology graduates 

are also attractive to employers outside the criminal justice sector in areas such as social research and politics. 



 

 

 

• 1 year =  Certificate  Applied Criminology (equivalent to AS) 

• 2 years = Diploma in Applied Criminology (Equivalent to A2) 

• The course is graded A* to E just like A’ Levels are 

• UCAS has confirmed it has the equivalent points to other A*-E subjects and is listed in their drop-down list.  

• It currently does not run as a one year fast-track course but it is possible to just take the Certificate in one 

year for those students not wishing to complete the two-year programme. 

• The qualification was confirmed by DfE to be included on the 2018 performance tables. It can also be taught 

as a one-year course for those wanting to pick up another course equivalent to an AS if they are already on 

an A’ level programme or returning a third year and need to pick something up. 

Qualification structure: 

WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Criminology 

Unit 

Number 

Entry 

Code 

 

Unit Title 

  

Assessment 

 

GLH 1  Changing Awareness of Crime Mandatory Internal 90 

2  Criminological Theories Mandatory External 90 

3  Crime Scene to Courtroom Mandatory Internal 90 

4  Crime and Punishment Mandatory External 90 

 

Learners must complete ALL units and pass them to continue to the next unit. 

Certificate: The first mandatory unit (unit 1) will enable the learner to demonstrate understanding of different types 

of crime, influences on perceptions of crime and why some crimes are unreported. 

The second mandatory unit (unit 2) will allow learners to gain an understanding of why people commit crime, 

drawing on what they have learned in Unit 1.  

Diploma: The third mandatory unit (unit 3) will provide an understanding of the criminal justice system from the 

moment a crime has been identified to the verdict.  Learners will develop the understanding and skills needed to 

examine information in order to review the justice of verdicts in criminal cases. 

In the fourth and final mandatory unit (unit 4), learners will apply their understanding of the awareness of 

criminality, criminological theories and the process of bringing an accused to court in order to evaluate the 

effectiveness of social control to deliver criminal justice policy. Units 3 & 4 require a lot more independent work and 

research than in the first year and students may struggle with this if they are not organised and committed to their 

learning. 

Each unit within the qualification has an applied purpose which acts as a focus for the learning in the unit.  The 

applied purpose demands learning related to authentic case studies. It also requires learners to consider how the 

use and application of their learning impacts on themselves, other individuals, employers, society and the 

environment. The applied purpose will also allow learners to learn in such a way that they develop: 

    skills required for independent learning and development 

    a range of generic and transferable skills 

    the ability to solve problems 



 

 

    the skills of project-based research, development and presentation 

    the fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals, in a professional environment 

    the ability to apply learning in vocational contexts 

 

Please be aware that there is some work that is expected to be done during the summer holidays and submitted at 

the start of the course. This work is a good indication to the tutor about the commitment of their students. Currently 

(as it has been every year so far), there are a lot more students wishing to study criminology that places. Therefore, 

you are strongly advised to complete this work and the year 11 work you should have been given already. You 

should also put Criminology as your top choice when applying as those who place it as the reserve, or 3rd/4th option 

may not be offered a place. 

Universities accept Criminology in the same way as an A’ Level course. We are not a BTEC, we are a Level 3 award 

and it can be as demanding as an A’ Level and should not be thought of as an ‘easy option’. There is a lot of theory 

involved and independent research, as well as the demand of the controlled assessment (which you will sit over 8 

hours) and which must be passed to continue onto the exam parts of units 2 and 4. 

It is not a course we would recommend for Oxbridge students, nor anyone wishing to be a Barrister but there is no 

reason why you can’t take A’ Levels along side such as Law. Do be aware tough that due to the demands of the 

controlled assessment we do not normally allow/recommend this course to run alongside two other courses 

requiring coursework – experience has shown us that it is too much for students doing 3 coursework/controlled 

assessment subjects but one other is achievable if you are organised and dedicated to your studies. 

You will be given booklets for classwork for the course with tasks in to complete and you will have use of a computer 

in class throughout, so please try to get up to speed with your typing skills as your 8 hour controlled assessment is 

done on a computer and the time constraints can go against you if you type slowly. Start practicing your typing 

speed now and throughout the summer to get your speed up. You do not have to be super-fast but you should be 

trying to build up your typing speed in preparation for your assessment in January.  

 

 

Should you have any further questions that are not answered here or during a live chat session. Please do not 

hesitate to email the Head of Criminology – Nicky Taylor at  nt@hereford.ac.uk  

 

We look forward to those of you who successfully join the Criminology course and welcome you to what we hope will 

be a fascinating and challenging course. 

 

The situation for September is still unclear, however the college will be fully operational, and you will continue to 
receive an outstanding education regardless of the current government advice on lockdown. We are planning for 3 
different scenarios: - 

1. COMPLETE LOCKDOWN: We have now experienced several months working under these conditions and are 
confident that we have learnt a lot about how to deliver excellent lessons remotely. We are using a variety 
of methods including; videoed content, streamed lessons, on-line resources, textbooks, work booklets, 
remote submitting of work and then feedback on it, small seminar live discussions and numerous other 
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activities. In September if we must still work remotely, we will use Microsoft Teams initially with all groups 
so that you have only one on-line platform to get to grips with and we’ll provide you with support in getting 
going. 

2. A HYBRID OR BLENDED LEARNING ENVIRONMENT: If we are in a position when some face to face lessons will 
be allowed but we still must observe social distancing then we are planning for a hybrid system. This will 
mean that students who need to shield or who have family members who are shielding, will be able to 
access all the content remotely whilst those who are confident about travelling to college will be able to 
come in and receive face to face tuition. Again, we feel these months have allowed us to practise this form 
of delivery and are confident that we will be able to support you with either face to face or remote learning 
using a combination of the previously mentioned strategies and live streaming of lessons. 

3. NORMAL OPERATING MODE: We would love to be able to get to know you all face to face from August 
24th and if government rules allow, we will be keen to run a normal timetable. 

Throughout the academic year it is possible that we will have to move between these 3 operating systems. We will 
keep you as informed and up to date as possible and are fully set up to be able to switch between the operating 
systems quickly. 
 


